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Women, security and banning nuclear 
weapons: from SOAS to ICAN 



On	7	July	2017,	the	UN	adopted	the	Treaty	
on	the	ProhibiLon	of	Nuclear	Weapons	



“Suffering will be 
widespread, the poor and 
vulnerable being the most 
severely affected.” 
Nayarit Conference summary  
14 Feb 2014 

The TPNW’s basic 
rationale was feminist 
and humanitarian:   
Taking responsibility to  
Prevent humanitarian 
catastrophe and protect 
vulnerable people 



Humanitarian	Disarmament	–	reframing	NW	as	
inhumane,	unacceptable,	foolish,	unlawful		

•  Indiscriminate	mass	annihila/on,	mostly	civilian	
•  Shortened	decision	/me,	heightened	risk	of	mistakes,	war	
•  Large	numbers	of	lives	incinerated	instantly	near	the	
targets	–	ci/es	–	massive	environmental	damage	

•  Radia/on	as	a	silent	contaminator,	torturer	and	killer,	
damaging	genes	and	future	genera/ons,		

•  Environmental	catastrophe	+	nuclear	winter/famine	aBer	
mul/ple	NW	use,	climate	disrup/on,	starva/on	



Two	years	in	Japan	took	me	to	SOAS	
While in Japan I visited Hiroshima 
and then Nagasaki. What I saw and 
heard affected me deeply. 
 
I returned from Japan in 1981 to do a one 
year MA in Far East Studies.  I also 
started a PhD focussing on “Women’s 
political participation in Japan”... 

By 1982 I was spending most of my free 
time down at Greenham, and on 9 
August I decided to stay, while finishing 
my dissertation on “US-Soviet rivalry 
over the reconstruction of Japan 
1945-51” ---  I ended up living at the 
Women’s Peace Camp for 5 years, till 
the INF Treaty was agreed. 



A CAMPAIGNING LIFE IN TREATIES (1981-1987) 
èThe 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty was 
negotiated by the US and Soviet Union in response to massive anti-
nuclear protests throughout Europe. It entered into force within 
months and was fully implemented within a decade.   

Presidents Reagan 
and Gorbachev sign 
the INF Treaty on 
December 8, 1987  

ç My second 
Greenham arrest for 
nonviolent peace 
acivism,  
October 5 1982 

Sarah from Cruisewatch é 
during protests halting 
cruise missile exercises, 
Greenham 1986 



A CAMPAIGNING LIFE IN TREATIES (1988-1996) 
èThe 1996 Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) was 
negotiated in Geneva’s Conference on Disarmament (CD), 
adopted by 153 UN Member States. It was structurally 
saddled with an entry into force provision that gave a veto to 
states that wanted to carry on with nuclear testing.  Why was 
this done? To assuage rivalries among nuclear armed states. 



A CAMPAIGNING LIFE IN TREATIES (1995à 
 
èIn 1995, the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) was extended 
with binding principles and objectives to pursue nuclear 
disarmament, nonproliferation and a zone free of nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East. 

è In 2000, NPT Member States adopted a 
13-Step plan of unilateral, bilateral, 
plurilateral and mulltilateral disarmament 
steps and commitments.  Within 5 years of 
this consensus decision, the P5 nuclear 
armed states in the NPT and Security 
Council had undermined the steps they 
had agreed to.  No wonder the majority of 
NPT governments negotiated the TPNW to 
ban and eliminate nuclear weapons. 
 
èPlus banning landmines, cluster 
munitions, supporting UNSCR 1325,  



 A CAMPAIGNING LIFE IN TREATIES (2006-2017) 
èWhile living in Scotland as part of the coordinating group for 
Faslane 365 (2006-07), I developed ideas on how to ban nuclear 
weapons. My strategy was taken up by ICAN (then a project of 
IPPNW’s Australian doctors), WILPF and others from 2009.  With 
Norwegian funding, we founded the Geneva office to broaden the 
civil society networks and work on the nuclear ban strategy with 
diplomats. 

è The 2017 Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons (TPNW) was 
negotiated by the UN 
General Assembly and 
adopted by 121 UN Member 
States.  It is likely to enter 
into force in 2020 or soon 
after – what will happen 
from now?  



I was a feminist, anti-racist, LGBT and justice campaigner 
from the 1970s, linking with anti-militarism,  

and over time developing feminist nonviolence and peace 
activism at all levels of my life and work 



35,000 women Embrace the Base at Greenham, 12 December 1982 



Women dancing on cruise missile silos, Greenham at dawn, New Year’s Day 1983 
(spot which one is me?)                                                    (photo Raissa Page) 



MILITARISM is the armed wing of patriarchy.  It 
destroys peace and feeds human insecurity. 
spends more money on weapons than on 
education or health. It promotes force over 
cooperation and prioritises the possession of 
weapons above the sharing of resources.  



MILITARISM is not just about weapons, but the 
legitimation and institutionalisation of male 
violence through the construction of national, 
religious and gender myths to demonise otherness 
as enemy, who have to be overpowered, 
controlled and destroyed.  



Setsuko Thurlow – an amazing 
feminist peace activist all her life.   
Aged 13 she survived the “Little Boy” Atomic bomb that 
flattened Hiroshima and destroyed her school on 6 
August 1945. She campaigned with us for many years 
and spoke at the UN when the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons was adopted on 7 July 2017. 
 
Here is Setsuko accepting the Nobel Peace Prize with a 
speech on behalf of ICAN on 10 December 2017.  
(show short animation of her UN Speech 7 July 2017. 



Why the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons is so imporant – What it says 
Strong humanitarian PREAMBLE recognises  

•  catastrophic humanitarian consequences,  
•  the importance of the experience of Hibakusha 

(Survivors), and their rights 
•  environmental, health, socioeconomic 

consequences inc disproportionate impacts on 
women and girls and indigenous peoples 

•  compatibility with other relevant treaties inc NPT, 
CTBT, as well as International Humanitarian Law 

•  effective participation of women (as well as men) in 
nuclear disarmament - to attain sustainable peace 
and security 

•  peace and disarmament education 



Article 1  
Prohibitions 
 1.  Each State Party undertakes never 
under any circumstances to: 

  
 (a)  Develop, test, produce, 

manufacture, otherwise acquire, possess or 
stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices; 

  
 (b)  Transfer to any recipient 

whatsoever nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices or control over 
such weapons or explosive devices directly 
or indirectly; 



Article 1  
Prohibitions [continued] 

 (c)  Receive the transfer of or control over nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices directly or 
indirectly; 

 (d)  Use or threaten to use nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices; 

 (e)  Assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone 
to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party under this 
Treaty; 

 (f)  Seek or receive any assistance, in any way, 
from anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a State 
Party under this Treaty; 

 (g)  Allow any stationing, installation or deployment 
of any nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices in 
its territory or at any place under its jurisdiction or control.  
 



TPNW – Towards the total elimination of 
nuclear weapons 
 
ARTICLES 2-5:  Set out how nuclear armed states 
like UK and nuclear dependent allies e.g. NATO, 
Japan, South Korea and Australia can join the 
Treaty: 

a) Sign and negotiate a timetable, requirements 
and conditions for elimination                              

 or  
b) Eliminate and then join (South Africa’s example) 
 
 



Other provisions include:  

•  National implementation  
•  Victim assistance and environmental 

remediation 
•  International assistance and cooperation 
•  States parties meetings and responsibilities 
•  Entry into force (50 signatures and ratifications) 
•  Unlimited duration 
•  Not subject to reservation 
•  Relationship with other agreements 
 



Building civil society – with ideas, strategies, 
expertise, actions and pressure on governments 





Challenges	and	Tasks	Ahead	
•  Encourage	all	states	to	sign	-	find	what	arguments	work	
best	for	each	

•  Entry	into	force	–	first	50	countries	to	ra/fy	aBer	signing		
•  Strategies	to	persuade	nuclear-armed	and	nuclear-
dependent	(umbrella	states)	governments	to	join	TPNW	–	
what	will	it	take?	

•  ICAN’s	CiLes	Appeal	and	parliamentary	pledge	for	the	
Treaty		

•  Don’t	bank	on	the	bomb	–	work	with	banks,	companies	
and	businesses	to	divest	from	NW	

•  ICAN	and	ICRC	engaging	with	nuclear	dependent	states	
to	stop	further	deployments	and	encourage	TPNW	
accession	
	

	



AND NOW...? 
 
è In February 2019 President Trump suspended US 
participation in the INF Treaty, followed by President Putin, who 
suspended Russian participation.  Unless wiser heads prevail, 
the INF Treaty will be killed off in 6 months, leading to unbridled 
proliferation in land-based medium range cruise and ballistic 
missiles.  

 
What is going on, and why 
are these inadequate, sexist, 
militaristic leaders being 
enabled to resume their MAD 
nuclear arms race and 
threaten the world with 
nuclear war? 
 
And what can we do to 
stop them? Empty INF silos at Greenham, 2000 



	
	

Meanwhile...	nuclear	tesLng,	violence	against	
women,	and	deadly	weapons	deployments	have	

conLnued	to	harm	our	lives	and	homes	



	
	

FUELLING	THE	GLOBAL	ARMS	TRADE	
	Arms	exporters	feed	the	illicit	arms	trade	

		
15	%	of	world	market	–	over	£8	billion	(2011)	



	
	
	
	

Since	WW2,	more	civilians	than	
combatants	die	in	wars	and	conflicts		

•  Women	are	o[en	targeted	and	
disproporLonately	harmed	by	militarism	and	war	

•  Women	are	increasingly	the	most	determined	
and	creaLve	actors	in	disarmament,	
demilitarisaLon,	demobilisaLon		(UNSCR	1325)	



Some	consequences	of	militarism	
Ø  Injury,	inLmidaLon,	trauma,	long	term	disabiliLes	
Ø Displacement	and	economic	impacts	
Ø Undermines	development,	educaLon,	

employment	
Ø Undermines	mental	health	and	confidence	
Ø Burdens	health	and	community	services	
Ø Erodes	democracy	and	human	rights	
Ø LegiLmises	use	of	force	at	all	levels	–	and	

increases	all	male	violence		



		

“Conflict-related 
sexual violence is not 
specific to one 
country or continent: 
it is a global risk. The 
terror of unarmed 
women facing armed 
men is age-old and 
universal.” 
 
- Margot Wallström, UN Special 
Representative on Sexual Violence, February 
2012 

It’s time to make them stop! 



MILLION WOMEN RISE, LONDON, 5 MARCH 2016 
•  One in four women will experience domestic violence 
•  On average there will have been 35 violent assaults on a 

woman before she calls police  

Next Million Women Rise march and rally is on Saturday 9 March 2019 



New nuclear weapons being designed to be more 
usable  –  assuring WMD forever?   
Ø  Increasing regional and international instability, 

especially relating to the 9 nuclear-armed states  
Ø  continuing proliferation, with thousands of NW still 

on high alert 

 

Ø  arms racing      e.g. nuclear, cyber, autonomous 
weapons (killer robots), space  è è ? 



Sharing and solidarity Japanese Hibakush blocking Trident deployment 
at Faslane nuclear submarine base, Scotland 



CAMPAIGNING TO BIN TRIDENT –  
From GREENHAM and the ALDERMASTON WOMEN’S 
PEACE CAMP(AIGN)  
to...      FASLANE 365 and ActionAWE and beyond 



ImaginaLve	nonviolent	acLons	
7 mile knitted Peace Scarf links 
Aldermaston and Burghfield 
nuclear bomb factories in 
England 

‘Lock-on’ blockade 
of nuclear bases 



At NPT meetings and the UN – providing ideas, 
strategies, expertise, actions and pressure on 
governments 



ConnecLng	with	Hibakusha	to	ban	nuclear	weapons	

 
 



Aldermaston Women’s Peace Camp -- Using the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and Nobel peace prize 
to end Britain’s expensive nuclear weapons habit    

Aldermaston, 2018 





Challenges	and	Tasks	Ahead	
•  Encourage	all	states	to	sign	-	find	what	arguments	work	
best	for	each	

•  Entry	into	force	–	first	50	countries	to	ra/fy	aBer	signing		
•  Strategies	to	persuade	nuclear-armed	and	nuclear-
dependent	(umbrella	states)	governments	to	join	TPNW	–	
what	will	it	take?	

•  ICAN’s	CiLes	Appeal	and	parliamentary	pledge	for	the	
Treaty		

•  Don’t	bank	on	the	bomb	–	work	with	banks,	companies	
and	businesses	to	divest	from	NW	

•  ICAN	and	ICRC	engaging	with	nuclear	dependent	states	
to	stop	further	deployments	and	encourage	TPNW	
accession	
	

	


